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In the beginning...

Starting over. That is what it is all about. The beginning of
a new year. Something is ending, but something brand
new is beginning. And with each new beginning is an op-
portunity for us to turn our lives around and go forward in
a new direction.

When we think of the birth of a child we often wonder at
what lies ahead for the child. “Each new child is God’s
attempt to create a perfect world.” In the birth of a child a
life is just beginning, a life full of rosey possibilities. Who
knows what the child will become, what blessings and
sorrows his or her life will hold.

We look at birth and think of people who have given up.
They see no chance for anything new to happen. They
feel trapped. They have lost hope in the future.

Every day is a chance for new birth. Every moment is giv-
ing us a chance to turn away from the darkness of life
and step into the light.

The Native Americans of New Mexico have a prayer for
new beginnings. It has three steps: 1. Take a step into a
new day. Not yesterday. Not tomorrow. Today. Welcome
the new day and the gift of life from God. 2. Take a step
into yourself. Not into your brother. Not into your mother.
Into yourself and your own integrity. 3. Take a step into
mystery, into all the unexpected surprises of the next mo-
ments and hours.

As the new year dawns, take a moment to dream about
what your life could be. And ask God to help you make
your dreams come true.

Finally, let your motto for the future be those powerful

words from Philippians 4:14 “I can do all things through
God who gives me strength.”
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Lectionary Readings

Sunday, Jan. 6th
Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
(UMH 795)
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Sunday, Jan. 13th
Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29 (UMH 761)
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday, Jan. 20th
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 40:1-11 (UMH 774)
1 Corinthians 1:1-19
John 1:29-42
Human Relations Day (offering)

Sunday, Jan. 27th
Isaish 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (UMH 758)
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23
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Opportunities to Help God's
Family
(see inside for details)

Attend Undecorating Potluck 1/6
Sign up for Wesley Meal
Attend next UMW mtg, Jan 10th

Participate in New Adult Ed Class
beginning Jan 13th




MEET OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Susie Banks

| have attended NUMC since March 1991. We
visited NUMC since it was so close. Wayne had
a hospital stay the week after our first Sunday
there. Edwina came to the hospital to see him
and they had a good visit. We didn't visit any
other place. Edwina was a very caring minister
to us!

Prior to our move to Colorado in December 1990,
we had been active members at Northaven
United Methodist Church in Dallas—another
NUMC! We were members there for 32 years
and saw it's membership grow from about 150
members to more than 600 when we left.

We liked NUMC because of its convenient loca-
tion, because it had a ramp and other handi-
capped facilities. We liked the variety of ages in
the congregation, such a variety of points of view
and so much friendliness and openness.

| continue to come to this church because of the
reasons | join it—the people! It's certainly a com-
munity for me and for many. (Too bad so many
have decided to abandon the community!)

Things I'd like to see changed: The building! We
could make this building more attractive and spa-
cious if we tried! The congregation always
comes through when face with a challenge, but
does continue to have “small-churchitis.” We
seem to be overanxious about change and new
territory!

Mary of the longtime members are overloaded

and tired! But, | believe if we had some building
activity going on, we'd see more people stopping
in to see what we're about! We might look alive!

Things | have to offer the congregation: My atten-
dance. My tithe. My support for the pastor and
her agenda—which includes a more active role |
the church at large. A commitment to seek out
visitors to help make them feel welcome. Partici-
pation in a Sunday school discussion group—not
night or weekday groups are of interest to me.
My leadership talents are limited, but | like to at-
tend with the others who choose to participate. |
am a member of the United Methodist Women. |

often visit sick, shut-in and others who have
special events in the family—and usually take
some food or flowers. | enjoy keeping up with
birthdays—especially for the children. 1try to
make contact with children before and after
church and try to know their names.

Susan McNeal

| was raised in the United Methodist Church in
my hometown of Santa Maria, California.
When | got married and moved to the big city, |
couldn’t find a church as small as | liked and so
attended a church there in the city (which |
can’'t remember the name of). It was not a
memorable experience except for the fact that
the only time | was contacted by a member of
the congregation was during the pledge month.
| was asked to tithe even thought no one had
ever said hello to me. We stopped attending
the church when our 4-year-old son said that
he did not like Sunday school.

After we moved to this area, we stared attend-
ing NUMC. We all enjoyed the church and the
experiences we had there and decided we had
found our church home. | joined the church in
1991 and following family traditions did not
have the children join with me. Each child was
to make the decision to join or not as they went
through confirmation. Class.

| choose to remain a member of the church be-
cause | feel this is my home and my church
family. | feel a positive feeling each time | en-
ter the church Building.

In the past 18 years, | have seen a few growing
pains within the church. Someone is always
trying to improve things and others are trying to
keep things the same.

| believe that | can help the church and myself
most by regular attendance and being more a
part of the church. | have served on many dif-
ferent committees in the past we well as teach-
ing Sunday school and am not quite so active.

I will again find my niche and step up again to
serve. | am most appreciative of all the support
the church has given to my family and me over
the past 18 years.



For All you do---thanks!

Thank you Penny Twombly for the super
Christmas Program. And thanks to Carol
Anderson for accompanying the youth
and children. Thanks to Frank Landis for
making the Christmas Tree. Thanks to
Mike Weiss for setting up the sound.
Youth and Children what a marvelous
Christmas program. Thank you for shar-
ing your time and your talents.

Thanks to Jamie Grigsby, Pat Koh, and
all the voices lifted in song in the Christ-
mas Cantata. It was a beautiful and in-
spiring part of our Christmas worship.

Thanks to the Age Level and Family
Ministry Team and Alice Haverstock for
the great night of caroling and fantastic
chili.

Thanks to the Outreach Ministry Team

for organizing the gifts for our Christmas
families and the Share-A-Gift program.

Thanks to Donna Darland for organizing
the poinsettias. The flowers are a won-
derful way for families to remember and
to honor loved ones at this special time
in our lives. We celebrate the beauty
that they add to our worship.

Thanks to Jennifer Hayes for the Advent
scripts and to the actors. What a great
way to tell the story for children’s time
during Advent.

Thanks to all who participated in the
Christmas Eve Worship Service by read-
ing or providing special music. Your gifts
add meaning to our worship.

Thanks to Donna Darland who sees that
the kitchen is kept clean and tidy during
the week.

Thanks to Diana Neff and her work to

keep our library organized, as well as to
keep us informed of the books, subjects,
and interests for our reading and growth.

Susan Warren Internship

As most of you know, Susan is in the
process for Ordination as an Elder in the
United Methodist Church. She was con-
secrated in 2007, as a probationary
member going for Elders Orders. That
means that she is in a time of
“internship" or "an apprenticeship," as
she gains experience to meet the
requirements for ordination.

To fulfill those requirements, Susan
needs ministry experience in a local
church. To meet that requirement Susan
will be serving as a non-paid assistant to
the minister. She will be focusing on five
areas of ministry that are part of ministry
as an Elder. She will be preaching,
teaching (Bible study--work with confir-
mation, etc.), lay leadership training,
stewardship, and working with Melissa,
office administrator. Rev. Merlene will
be working as a mentor with Susan.

The process for ordination can be con-
fusing, so please feel free to ask Mer-
lene or Susan for clarification.

Undecorating Potluck

You are invited to the Undecorating
Party and Potluck following the worship
service on January 6th. We will take
down our beautiful Advent and Christ-
mas decorations, pack, and store them.
This is a fun time and the food is always
good. So come join the party.




The youth group met with Louisville
UMC youth on Dec. 6 for pizza and
games. We took gifts and wrapped
them there for their Share-A-Gift pro-
gram and had an ornament exchange.
We had six youth and three adults go.
It was a fun night. We will be hosting
them in January.

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation in the United Methodist
Church is open to youth in Grades 6-
12. Confirmaton is a time of learning
about the United Methodist Church,
what it means to be a Christian, look-
ing at what you believe as an individ-
ual, understanding different faith tradi-
tions, etc. On this journey we have
learning experiences, play games and
have fun, and hopefully grow a little on
our journey of faith. If you are inter-
ested in participaing in Confirmation in
preparation to become a member the
Niwot United Methodsit Church please
contact Rev. Merlene at 303-530-0241
or mbarner@niwotumc.org.

Youth Quest Spring 2008

Jesus’ University--Join us for a time to
experience God and Jesus Christ.
March 7-9, 2008. Begins at 6 p.m. Fri-
day until Noon on Sunday at Frontier
Ranch, Buena Vista, CO. This is a
weekend retreat for youth in grades 6-
8. Registration Deadline is Jan. 21,
2008. You may check information at
Web: churches.com\youthquestumc

Contact Rev. Merlene if you are inter-
ested in going.

OUTREACH

The Family to Family Christmas donor pro-
gram was again a success. We provided
gifts for a family of four and one foster child.
Thanks to all who participated.

Wesley Foundation, CU Boulder
Thanks to those who helped with food for
Wesley in Dec. Jan. 20 is the next time we
provide a meal for them. We will need an
entrée for 25 people, some of whom are
vegetarian, a salad or vegetable, and des-
sert. Someone will also need to deliver the
food to them. There is a sign up sheet at the
back for Jan.-May 2008. The students really
appreciate the meals.

UMW

UMW will have a very special program at its
meeting on Thursday, Jan 10th, at 9:30 a.m.
at the church. Laura Busse from CSAW
(our April tea charity)will present a program
about CSAW, hopefully bringing one of the
Sudanese young women with her. All
women of the church are invited to join us!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

New Adult Study Starts January 13th. “The
Beatitudes for Today” will begin January
13th during the Sunday School hour. This
study will look at Matthew's version of the
Beatitudes, found in Jesus' Sermon on the
Mount, and creatively apply Jesus' teach-
ings to our contemporary world and our
Christian lives today.There is a sign-up
sheet at the back of the fellowship area to
get the books. Please leave a check made
out to the church for $13.00. The books will
be ordered January 1st so that you can
have them to look at before the first class.
We look forward to having a full class - a lot
of preparation has gone into making it a
worthwhile learning experience, both for
your mind and for your spirit.




UMCOR SAGER BROWN

Donna Hite (Englewood UMC) and Rev.
Merlene are leading a mission team spon-
sored by BUMMP-Boulder United Methodist
Mission Partners-to UMCOR Sager Brown
April 12-18. The opportunities for mission
are to sort and pack the education and
health kits that are sent to UMCOR to pre-
pare them to be shipped out to disasters
both nationally and globally; to sew layettes
or bind towels; to work with their Big Sisters
and Brothers After School Program, and
sometimes there is construction work on
homes in the town.

Cost is $185 for room and meals plus $20 to
BUMMP for reservation fee plus cost of
travel to and from Sager Brown plus per-
sonal expenses. Plans are for the group to
fly into New Orleans and we will rent vans to
transport us to Sager Brown. We must pay
one-half the cost in February, so you need
sigh up by 1 Feb. The Gates, the Dem-
broskis, the Smiths, and Jennifer Hayes
went last year. You can talk to them about
the experience. Contact Merlene if you are
interested in going on this trip.

Guest Organist/Pianist Needed!

The person would be compensated for
their time on Wednesday evening and on
Sunday morning. Please give the person's
name to Jamie, Pat, Frank or Jennifer.

NUMC Book Club

Our selection for January - Ben Franklin
by Edmund Morgan. We will meet next
month on January 14 at 6:30 PM.

Lights Off

Why does the sign say to turn off the lights
in the restrooms? Because the light switch
and the fan switch are the same. When
you leave on the lights the warm air gets
pulled up the vent.

Project Angel Heart

Their mission is to promote the health,
dignity, and self-sufficiency of people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS, cancer and other life-
threatening illnesses by providing home-
delivered meals with care and compas-
sion. Through the help and support of
volunteers each week and through gen-
erous donors they have been providing
hope and health since 1991.

You may be a part of this ministry by
simply dropping off your unneeded
clothes, shoes, and household textiles in
the U'SAgain recycling receptacles
placed at the Conoco Station in Gunbar-
rel.

January Birthdays & Anniversaries

1 Ethel Schwartz

3 Diana Anderson, Ellen Smith

6 Virgil Tucker

11 Greg Anderson

13 Olive Baucom, Dick Jenke, Bob Webster

18 Carol Anderson

19 Joe Guy Oy

20 Russ Carlton

23 Clark Anderson

24 Dan Perry

26 Cal Jassman

27 Bea Weiss, Jessica Green

28 Gary Gates, Frank Landis, Tom George
29 Dick Piland

1 Mike & Gayle Weiss




