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We are called to have open minds, open hearts and open doors

OFFERING HOSPITALITY

The tradition of the land in Abraham’s and Sarah’s time was to
offer hospitality to those who came to one’s home. The offer of
hospitality meant that one offered them a place to rest, pre-
pared a meal, and took care of any animals. This sanctuary
was granted for three days and was given to enemies as well
as friends or strangers. This custom was a sacred duty given to
a stranger/sojourner in the land and all were treated with re-
spect and honor.

The custom of Jesus’ time was to greet visitors to one’s home
by removing their sandals, washing the dust of the road from
their feet, and the serving of refreshments or a meal. Jesus de-
pended on the custom of hospitality for his daily care and lodg-
ing throughout his ministry.

How do we offer hospitality to visitors in our church, community,
and homes? Do we welcome others with warmth, honor, and
respect? Do we introduce ourselves? Do we offer to sit with
new people who come alone? Do we personally get the names,
phone numbers, and addresses of visitors so we can personally
call on them? Can we respond to why this church is important
to us if the guest asks why we attend this church? What does a
visitor see when they join us for worship? Do they feel comfort-
able bringing their children? Do we give the impression of a
friendly, growing place... or a “click-ish” low energy environ-
ment? Do we look like we are anticipating growth and excite-
ment...or biding time until we die? Do we follow up by inviting
visitors to our homes for coffee or to visit our clubs? And lastly,
when was the last time each of us invited someone to worship
with us?

All of us need to be reminded that we each need to be thinking
of growth and excitement. | need to be ready for whomever
may need me, and so do you. Wouldn't it be great if we offered
hospitality with the same sacred duty to visitors/sojourners in
our church, as they did in Jesus’ day? Are we ready to grow?
Are we ready to welcome whomever comes through our doors?
Do we embrace those who enter our midst with the words of
Jesus, “whosoever will, let them come....?”

Grace and peace,
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VISION MINISTRY PLANNING

Tuesday, 7 August there will be a Vision Minis-
try Funding Planning time. Beginning at 5:30
p.m. pizza will be provided and the vision/
planning time will begin at 6 p.m. We know with
work that not everyone can be there by 5:30 p.m.
or 6 p.m. join us when you can. The pizza will be
there for you, too.

Tom English will be leading us through this time
together. Please invite your ministry team mem-
bers, too. You are invited to vision your ministry
for 2008, as well as your future ministry direction
and goals. Along with that, what goals and steps
and funds are needed to successfully attain your
vision? This is open to everyone in the church
who is interested.

There are two books available for anyone who
would like to read about some different ap-
proaches to ministry. One is "The Passion Driven
Congregation" by E. Carver McGriff & M. Kent
Millard and the other is "44 Questions for Con-
gregational Self-Appraisal” by Lyle E. Schaller.
They are on a table at the back of the church. |
look forward to being with you during this dy-
namic time of visioning our ministry. Merlene
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Opportunities to Help God's
Family
(see inside for details)

Attend Vision Ministry Meeting 8/7
Wesley Foundation Workday 8/18
Register for Snowmass Retreat 9/4
Attend JustFaith Workshop 9/6

Volunteer for Niwot Nostalgia Days
9/8

Volunteer for Feast of Beginnings
9/9
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Under Thanks Special Music Thanks to Jamie
Grigsby, John Kemp, Mike Weiss, and Harrry St.
Pierre for the sweet jazz music.

Thanks for Special Music in July: Don Davidson,
Mike and Gayle Weiss and Don and Mary David-
son, On Fire, We give thanks that you share your
musical gifts with us in worship.

Thanks to the Outreach Ministry Team for the
mission opportunities they bring before us.

Thanks to Ted Barna, John Kemp, and Gary
Gates for installing our new Cross and Flame
sign.

Thanks to Joanne Long and Ted Barna for their
efforts to keep our yard and flowers looking
beautiful.

Thanks to Jennifer Hayes for her organization of
fellowship time, as well as her helpers while Lois
and Donna take a break.

Thanks to Diana Neff for the Sunday School
event.

Thanks to Biff Warren for organizing our night at

the Rockies game. What fun.

Outreach wishes to thank all who have supported
our Crayons to Calculator campaign! Out-

reach continues to collect letters for sol-

diers. An extra treat to send along with the let-
ters are those juice filled long popsicle tubes
(very cheap at Wal-Mart or Target) which you
freeze and push up from the bottom. It's very hot

there now Dixie Piland dIpiland@aol.com

Lectionary Readings for August 2007

Sunday, August 5th
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 (UMH 830)
Hosea 11:1-11
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

Sunday, August 12th
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 (UMH 783)
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

Sunday, August 19th
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 (UMH 801)
Isaiah 5:1-7
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

Sunday, August 26th
Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794)
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:

We can extend our sympathy to Anita
Fisher at the loss of her husband Joe.

Connie's sister & brother-in-law Betty and
Wayne Ryan.

John and Ann Kemp and the Peru Mission
Trip.

Bill Yoh as he continues to heal.

Please pray for Fern Jones who has broken
ribs and doing fine.

Continued prayers for Ethel Schwartz, Mark
Weiss, Gil and Stella Adolfson, Beryl
Bielins, Ellen Smith, and Bea Weiss

Our service men and women.
School will be starting, let's keep the stu-

dents, teachers, and staff in our prayers as
school begins.




OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Introducing your to some of our church
members!

Ethel Schwartz came to NUMC through a
Conversations with God group led by Tim
Liston and Matthias Krier. She felt she
needed a new adventure in her life and she
joined our church shortly after attending
classes. Prior to her membership at NUMC
she was an active member of forty-four years
at the Central Presbyterian Church in Long-
mont participating in the Women’s Associa-
tion, serving as chairperson several times
and leading their senior group. Ethel has
been active at NUMC in the area of the
Young at Heart group until recently when her
health kept her at home.

Ethel was born in Denver and graduated
from South High School and the University of
Denver. She led an active career working
for the Department of Agriculture and later in
the family business, a wholesale optical sup-
ply house. Later, she enjoyed working for
the Department of Interior at Mammoth
Springs in Yellowstone.

Ethel learned to ski using a rope tow at Ber-
thoud Pass. This was one of the first ski ar-
eas developed in Colorado. While skiing,
she was introduced to a young man who was
to become her husband, Dr. Robert
Schwartz, an optometrist.

As a family, they raised two sons, Ken who
lives in Longmont and Doug who lives in
Alaska. She has six grandchildren. As a
family they enjoyed skiing, camping, travel-
ing, and their family cabin that they shared
with family and friends. They enjoyed travel
by motor home after the boys were away.

Thank you Ethel for the gift of your presence
in our church!

Elinor and Chuck Sorenson have a
very interesting story to share with us.

Chuck is an ordained United Methodist
minister, a certified Pastoral Counselor,
and a licensed Clinical Psychologist.
After serving on the staff of a Methodist
church in the Chicago area for a few
years, he started consulting. He has
spent the last 35 years helping individu-
als and organizations discover and de-
velop more of their potential. He inte-
grates the behavioral sciences and
Christian spirituality in his work which
he has taken throughout the United
States and Canada. He has also
served on the staff on the General
Board Of The Laity on the United Meth-
odist Church for a few years. He is cur-
rently retired.

Elinor was in elementary education in a
Chicago suburb and then a consultant
with Chuck in Tucson, Ouray and Ever-
green.

Elinor and Chuck have three sons, two
in the Boulder area and one in Chicago
area. Unfortunately, they lost their eld-
est son to a heart attack two and a half
years ago. They moved to Boulder to
downsize their home and be near their
sons and their families. They have
seven grandchildren.

Chuck and Elinor came to Niwot United
Methodist Church because of their
United Methodist heritage and its prox-
imity to where they live. They enjoy the
worship service and the friendly people
and fellowship in the congregation.

Thank you Chuck and Elinor for the gift
of your presence in our church!




FINANCE MINISTRY

Greetings everyone. My

name is Ron Kiel and | am the

chairperson of the Finance Ministry. One of
the responsibilities of the Finance Ministry is
to create a spending target for the church in
the upcoming year. In recent years, there has
been very little input from other ministries and
general membership on what they would like
to fund in the upcoming year. As we ap-
proach the time when we will be working on
plans for 2008, we are asking for input from
other ministries and the entire congregation
on what projects, ministries, or missions you
would like to participate in and what kind of
financial support would be needed.

We are in the middle of a campaign to in-
crease giving in our congregation -- if we
know what projects and ministries YOU would
like to support, we have the opportunity to
create an atmosphere where giving will be-
come easier and more of a personal mission
for each of us. Please help us by contacting a
member of one of our ministry teams and let
them know what you would like to support and
ideas on how to provide that support. Help us
make our little church BIG in supporting our
fellow men and women from locally to world-
wide.

Ministry Team leaders and members

please attend the August 7 meeting  starting
at 6:00 pm to get the conversation started on
what needs we want to address in 2008.

Many thanks to all, Ron Kiel

METHODIST FLAME & CROSS

The Methodist "Flame and Cross"

symbol was installed as a new alumi-
num sign on the South West entry wall. This
replaced the worn and tattered wooden
sign and the wording of "Niwot ....UMC". The
symbol is a memorial gift from the Dick and
Dixie Piland family. It is for the memory of
Richard's Mother, Eleanor Piland. They were
consecrated on July 22nd.

OUTREACH WESLEY FOUNDATION

Wesley Foundation is having a work day,
Sat. 18 Aug. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. They will be
staining the parsonage. Bring your
brushes, ladders, etc. and join in this day
of outreach with Rev. Roger Wolsey, chap-
lain and the CU students. If you can't de-
vote the entire day, come for as long as
you can.

SNOWMASS RETREAT
Oct. 4-7, 2007

We have reserved the St. Benedict's Mon-
astery Retreat House. Each person attend-
ing must register with the Guestmaster's
office at least 30 day prior to the begin-
ning of the retreat. For us, that is by the
Sept 4th.  You may get a registration

form from the box outside the minister's
office or by contacting the monastery:

retreat@rof.net A $35 deposit is required.
Please let Merlene know when you regis-
ter.

NUMC FEAST OF
BEGINNINGS

NUMC needs someone (or two or
three) to step forward with some ideas.
The Feast will be Sunday, September
9th -- the Sunday after Labor Day.
There are many options: another tal-
ent show, arts and crafts fair, a play,
skits, music (our band, On Fire), an
outside group to do music or skits, etc.

Frank and Penny did such a wonderful
job last year pitching in for Gayle. It
will be much appreciated by the con-
gregation (they seem to enjoy the
Feast each year) if we could have vol-
unteers to take over. Just let Merlene
know if you'd like to be in charge. And,
Gayle will be available off and on for
guestions, etc. -- and will be glad to
help out. There are still more than two
months left so there should be time to
work something out.




Just Faith

You are invited to an intensive pro-
gram for people interested in
learning
how to live a more compassionate
life in today's world.

JustFaith provides a lively and chal-
lenging format to read, discuss,
pray, experience and be formed by
our justice tradition that, when lived
out, changes lives, inspires faithful
witness, and transforms the world
through love and service. JustFaith
involves thirty weekly sessions, two
retreats, and four immersion experi-
ences. In addition, participants are
expected to do one to two hours of
reading each week. The program
asks a lot, just like the Gospel. In
addition, participants have the privi-
lege of developing community as
they journey through this program.
Participants should come ready for
the possibility of change.

The program will begin on Thurs-
day, September 6" and end the
first week of May, 2008. The class
will be held at St. Mary Magdalene
Episcopal Church, 4775 Cambridge
St, Boulder. The cost, which in-
cludes 8 books, is approximately
$125. If cost is a problem, there is a
JustFaith library for borrowing pur-
poses.

NIWOT NOSTALGIA DAY
Saturday, Sept. 8th

We're looking for creative ideas for a church
booth at Niwot Nostalgia Day, Sept. 8th, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. For the past several years we
have had a water balloon toss and had kids
autograph the booth in washable magic marker.
We have also handed out information about the
church. The suggestion has been made to do
something with beads, which seems to have
been so popular recently, but it was noted that it
is not practical to have people make beads at
the booth. Another suggestion was to have
beads already made (perhaps by children or a
group from the church), have them available at
the booth and ask for a donation to the Heiffer
Project in exchange for the beads. Any other
ideas are welcome. We also need people to staff
the booth for 2-hour shifts from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., and for set up and take down. Please con-
tact Biff Warren with your ideas or to volunteer.
(303-652-2433 or lefthandsports@hotmail.com)

August Birthdays and Anniversaries

2 Mary Davidson 1 Joe & Donna Guy
4  Drew Shively 4 Dixie & Richard Piland
5 Mike Weiss
7  Michael Warren
8 Joe Dembroski 12 Joe & Dorinda Dembrowski
10 Madelyn Gehring 13 Doug McCallum & Diana Neff
15 Katelyn Toppel, Peter Byrne
14 Todd & Tracy Breithaupt
17 Kris McNeal 15 Cal & Phyllis Jassman
18 Christine Ford 19 Fred & Liz Smith
24 Kathy Shively, Bev Strand
22 Darwyn & Connie Herbst
25 George Mills, Kristin Gordon George , Todd Briethaupt
26 David Hinton 24 Wayne & Susie Banks
29 Tyler Kemp -
30 Susan Johnson alhha
31 Rick McNeal




