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Isn’t December wonderful? It is a time of long
nights, short days, sometimes snowflakes, starry
skies, enchantment and mystery. Itis a time for
Christmas carols, candles, story books and hot
chocolate. It is an opportunity to once more see with
the eyes of a child, to hear the angel’'s words, “Fear
not” and to pray for “peace on earth, goodwill to all.”

December is also the time of Advent. A time of wait-
ing and watching for the arrival of the Messiah. A
time when we are called to turn our thoughts and our
lives to focusing on preparing for the gift of Christ in
our lives. Too often we get caught up in the activities
of the season: shopping, parties, concerts, etc. and
we forget that in the midst of all the rushing and hur-
rying we need to take time for quiet, for reflection, for
seeking the presence of Christ in our lives.

In an advent hymn we sing that the Savior of the
world is here and that we are to “fling wide the por-
tals of your hearts” and we sing “Come into my
heart, Lord Jesus,” but how can Jesus come into our
hearts if we do not slow down and spend time to let
Christ enter our hearts and let the gift of his joyous
and wondrous presence unfold in our hearts and in
our lives?

A Blessed Advent and Joyous Christmas to you all

and may you truly feel the Savior present in your
hearts,
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DECEMBER WORSHIP AND
FELLOWSHIP

Dec. 2
First Sunday of Advent

Dec. 5
Taize 7 p.m.

Dec. 9
Second Sunday of Advent
Childrens’ Christmas Program
During Service

Dec. 15
4:00 pm Caroling and Chili
Party

Dec. 16
Third Sunday of Advent
Choir Cantata

Bill Yoh's 90 ™ Birthday Party
at Niwot Grange
Noon to 3

Dec. 23
Third Sunday of Advent

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
Worship 6:30 p.m.




December 2007
Lectionary Readings

Sunday, Dec. 2nd
Psalm 122 (UMH 845)
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Sunday, Dec. 9th
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
(UMH 795)
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Sunday, Dec. 16th
Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199)
Isaiah 35:1-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Sunday, Dec. 23rd
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
(UMH 801)
Isaish 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Sunday, Dec. 30th
Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
Isaish 63:7-9
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

TAIZE

The December Taize service will be
Wednesday 5 Dec., 7 p.m. This s
a service of quiet, songs, readings,
reflection, and communion. All are

welcome at this meditative worship.

THIS ADVENT

Prepare daily to receive Christ
and live distinctively as a witness
to others so they may find peace
and joy, and be ready to receive
God’s greatest gift, Christ Jesus.

Write one or more cards each
day to distant family, friends, or to
shut-ins. Maybe do this at meal
time as a family activity.

Make a ritual of putting out your
nativity set a few pieces at a
time. Placing the Christ Child out
on Christmas Eve. Place the
wise men at a distance bringing
them near on Epiphany.

Read each day’s Christmas
cards at mealtime and include
the senders in your table prayer.

Take time to read you Bible each
day and wait upon the Lord.




Christmas Eve Worship

Woriship on Christmas Eve will
be at 6:30 p.m. The time was
chosen so that people getting off
work at 5 p.m. might have time to
eat and then come to worship.
And with the hope that people
who get off work at 6 p.m. could
grab a snack on their way to wor-
ship and have a Christmas Eve
Supper afterwards. We also hope
this meets the needs of families
with children who wanted an ear-
lier service. We will sing Christ-
mas songs, listen to readings,
have special music, communion,
and light candles symbolizing the
light in the birth of Jesus has
come into the world and we go
forth carrying the light into the
world. You and your Christmas
guests are invited to join us for
this time of celebrating the gift of
Jesus.

Children’s Christmas
Program

During service on December 9"
Rehearsals will be on Saturdays
December 1% & 8" from 4-5 pm
Children 2-18 are welcome to
participate. For more informa-
tion or to sign up see Penny or
call 303-926-4463.

Dec. 9 5:30 p.m.

We will be joing the Louisville UMC
Youth for a Christmas Party. They
have asked us to gift wrap an orna-
ment for an ornament exchange. We
are also invited to participate in the
Share-A-Gift Program. You can bring a
toy, stuffed animal, socks, etc. We will
gift wrap them there. They will provide
food and hot chocolate. We will meet
at the church at 5 p.m. to carpool to
Louisville.

Dec. 15

We are invited to join the NUMC Carol-
ing Party. We will gather at 4 p.m. to
go caroling and return to the church for
a chili supper.

Dec. 16

We will go as a group to Bill Yoh's 90th
Birthday Party at the Lefthand Grange

UMW

Friday, 14th
Christmas Luncheon at Hunters
11-2-gift exchange (bring a nice white
elephant or somehting $5 or under)
Sign up by Monday, Dec. 10th with Liz

Thursday 20th
11-2 Birthday Party
For Susise Banks
at Penny’s home
Sign up by Sunday, Dec. 16th




OUTREACH

Largest Food Drive a Huge Success!

While teaming up with the second grade
Girl Scouts from Heatherwood Elemen-
tary, NUMC donated 650 pounds of food
to EFAA (Emergency Family Assistance
Association) in Boulder! This is the larg-
est amount of food the church has do-
nated in years. Thank you so much to
everyone who donated!

The Girl Scouts delivered the food on
October 24, and were thanked profusely
for all the contributions! While touring
the facility, the Girl Scouts noticed that a
lot of the shelves where food is kept
were empty. Not only did the food drive
greatly impact these second graders, but
also they were thrilled to be a part of
such a successful Outreach project!

Thanksqiving Food Baskets

Thanks to all who helped make the
Thanksgiving Baskets fly! Gayle Weiss
and Kris Green took the Thanksgiving
Baskets to Sister Carmen in Lafayette
with the help of Ted and Joanne loading
their vehicles. Dixie, Kris, Joanne Bur-
ton and 4 of the Sunday School kids
(Tyler, Katie, Sarah & Nathan) helped
sort the food after the service. The Bask-
tets weighed in at 596 pounds. Boy,
those turkeys and cans are heavy!!

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation in the United Method-
ist Church is open to youth in
Grades 6-12. Confirmaton is a time
of learning about the United Meth-
odist Church, what it means to be a
Christian, looking at what you be-
lieve as an individual, understand-
ing different faith traditions, etc. On
this journey we have learning ex-
periences, play games and have
fun, and hopefully grow a little on
our journey of faith. If you are inter-
ested in participaing in Confirma-
tion in preparation to become a
member the Niwot United Method-
sit Church please contact Rev.
Merlene at 303-530-0241 or
mbarner@niwotumc.org.

KENYA Mission Trip

You are invited to join a mission
team to Kenya in Summer 2008!
This could be the experience of a
lifetime! We will be working at a
school in Meru and visiting United
Methodist ministries in the area,
over the course of a week. There
will be 2 groups: July 2-18, includ-
ing a wildlife Safari after the mis-
sion work; July 11 - August 2, in-
cluding a wildlife Safari before the
mission work and a 6-day round trip
climb of Mount Kilimanjaro at the
end. Cost is $3400 for the first
group, and additional for the group
hiking Kilimanjaro.

For more information contact
Ann Fort, 303-220-0840 or
annfort8269@comcast.net.




STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

The Stewardship campaign has been
a very positive event for our church.
So far we have received about 35
pledges (and counting). Your support
makes all the difference. Niwot UMC
has many active ministries such as
Outreach, Christian/Spiritual Educa-
tion for Children and Adults, and a
great Choir/Music ministry. NUMC'’s
collective commitment and contribu-
tions to these and other important
church functions demonstrates a cul-
ture of participation and stewardship
that is both sobering and inspiring. If
you haven’t made your pledge yet,
please remember to fill out your
pledge card and mail it to the church.
Also, you may put it in the collection
plate during the service. Thank you
to everyone who has made a pledge
for the coming year.

Pete Byrne

Stewardship Campaign Chair

AD COUNCIL

We will not meet in December to allow
families to spend more time together
during the holiday season. If adminis-
trative matters need attention before
the January meeting, a short meeting
will be held after church with an an-
nouncement during church and by
email.

YEAR TO DATE TOTALS :

Undesignated 96757.50
Designated, King Soop. 31425.00
Designated, other 19379.73
Designated, subtotal 50804.73
Total deposits 47562.23

Unsold KS coupons on hand
11/18/2007 4700.00
Purchased this week +  0.00

Sold today - 300.00

Net today  4400.00

Susan Warren Internship

As most of you know, Susan is in the
process for Ordination as an Elder in
the United Methodist Church. She was
consecrated in 2007, as a probationary
member going for Elders Orders. That
means that she is in a time of
“internship” or "an apprenticeship,” as
she gains experience to meet the
requirements for ordination.

To fulfill those requirements, Susan
needs ministry experience in a local
church. To meet that requirement
Susan will be serving as a non-paid
assistant to the minister. She will be
focusing on five areas of ministry that
are part of ministry as an Elder. She
will be preaching, teaching (Bible
study--work with confirmation, etc.), lay
leadership training, stewardship, and
working with Melissa, office administra-
tor. Rev. Merlene will be working as a
mentor with Susan.

The process for ordination can be con-
fusing, so please feel free to ask Mer-
lene or Susan for clarification.




Guest Organist/Pianist NUMC Book Club

Needed!
Just a reminder that NUMC Book-
The person would be Compensated club will read and discuss Emma, by
for their time on Wednesday evening Jane Austin at the Dec. 10th 6:30 gath-
and on Sunday morning. Please give erng.

the person's name to Jamie, Pat,

Frank or Jennifer. Dixie Pilanddlpiland@aol.com

For All you do---thanks!

Thanks to our Administrative Assistant, Melissa Klein for the fine job in getting
our Church Conference records prepared and printed.

Thanks to Pete Byrne for the awesome job he did in leading our stewardship
program and thanks to Rev. Tom English for his guidance.

Thanks to Mary Byrne for serving as the Hospitality Chair for the stewardship
program.

Thanks to all who spoke in worship, held care unit meetings, and assisted with
the stewardship luncheon.

Thanks to Carl Anderson and Susan Johnson who see the sermons are taped
and copies made.

Thanks to Alice Haverstock and Gayle Weiss for organizing the Small Dinner
Groups.

Thanks to Katherine Anne Webster for her help in the Pre-Advent Church Party.
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11
15
17
19
20
21
26
27
29

December Birthdays & Anniversaries

Donna Darland, Fern Mechem-Jones

Campbell Breithaupt, Yolanda Meiler 27 Walter & Madelyn Gehring
Anita Fisher 31 Gail & Arnie Mills

Doug McCallum
Bill Yoh

Dorinda Dembroski
Susie Banks

Rick Clark

Biff Warren

Steve Shively

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please call the church office to be in-
cluded on the calendar.




